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MIDDLE EUROPE 


FACES EAST? 


HE delicate balance upon which the 

peace of Europe rests has been all too 
plainly shown by the agitation in the 
Foreign Offices during the past week 
over the reported Russo-German neu- 
trality treaty. While the terms of the 
proposed pact have not yet been made 
public, opinions differ widely as to 
whether it is a slap in the face of the 
League and of Locarno or merely, as 
Foreign Minister Stresemann has stated, 
a treaty to “insure the neutrality of the 
two nations toward one another” and “the 
preservation of mutually beneficial eco- 
nomic and amicable relations.” 

Does the treaty violate the interpreta- 
tion of Article XVI of the Covenant 
agreed upon at Locarno as follows: 

Each state member of the League is bound 
to cooperate loyally and effectively in sup- 
port of the Covenant and in resistance to any 
act of aggression to an extent which is com- 
patible with its military situation and takes 
its geographical position into account. 

To what extent can Germany, as a po- 
tential member of the League, bind her- 
self to neutrality in the event that Rus- 
sia becomes involved in war with a mem- 
ber of the League? 

Contrary to expectations, League of- 
ficials are said to be gratified by the pro- 
posed treaty. They assume that it will 
not conflict with Germany’s obligations 
when she enters the League. Chamber- 
lain also says he is not unfavorably dis- 
posed towards it, believing that it fits into 
the frame-work of Locarno and the 
League. 

In looking towards the East again, even 
after the notorious failure of the Russo- 
German Treaty of Rapallo (1922), Ger- 
Many may be endeavoring to guard her- 
Self against a second failure to be ad- 
mitted to the League in September. 

Russia, concurrently with the negotia- 
tions in Berlin, has been developing plans 


for mutual guarantee pacts and neutrality 
agreements with Poland, Lithuania, Es- 
thonia, Latvia and Finland. The last As- 
sembly of the League is said to have 
greatly disappointed the small states. 
Russia is seizing this favorable moment 
to try to turn the faces of the Baltic 
States toward the East. 
Warsaw to Berlin via Vienna? 

HE visit of the Polish Premier, 

Count Skrzynski, to Vienna, April 15, 
for the ostensible purpose of signing a 
new Austro-Polish arbitration treaty may 
be regarded as a significant move in the 
tangled skein of diplomatic manoeuvres 
calculated to discourage the much dis- 
cussed union of Austria and Germany. 
The impasse in the negotiations between 
Warsaw and Berlin regarding the liquida- 
tion of German property in Poland—the 
discussions have been virtually suspended 
—has been used by Count Skrzynski to 
show Austria how important a factor she 
may be as an independent mediator be- 
tween Poland and Germany. It has been 
pointed out that as a part of Germany, 
Vienna would become merely another pro- 
vincial capital of Germany, while as an 
independent state she can still play a big 
international role. 

The Czechs, and behind them the 
French, have also stressed these points 
and these flattering statements are very 
pleasing to the ears of the long-suffering 
Austrians. The additional promises of 
improved commercial] relations between 
Austria, Poland and Czechoslovakia as 
made by Count Skrzynski and also by 
Dr. Benes in the latter’s recent visit to 
Vienna were urged as further reasons 
for conserving Austrian independence. 

Polish-Rumanian Alliance 

The Polish-Rumanian alliance of March 
8, 1921 has been renewed, but the obliga- 
tions of the High Contracting Parties to 
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come to each other’s assistance in case of 
attack have been made dependent upon 
Articles XVI and XVII of the League 
Covenant. 

The treaty further provides for mu- 
tual respect of existing borders and politi- 
cal independence, cooperation in foreign 
policy, and arbitral settlement of disputes. 
The Frankfurter Zeitung interprets “mu- 
tual respect of existing borders” as refer- 
ring to the Bessarabian frontier and the 
Danzig corridor. 

MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER. 


The French Tax Bill 
RENCH political prospects continue 
clouded. After months of debate the 
tax bill, widely praised as balancing the 
budget for 1926, was passed April 1. 
Despite the general expectation that the 
franc would henceforth rise in value, it 
has steadily if not dangerously declined 
from 3.485 cents to 3.30 cents. Dur- 
ing the whole of the period since the tax 
bill was originally planned, the deprecia- 
tion of the franc has been even more 
striking, amounting to nearly 30 per 
cent. And the budget itself has not yet 
passed the Senate. Hence, it appears in- 
evitable that the estimated receipts for 
the current year will be substantially 
(though not as much as 30 per cent) less 
than the expectations, and that the ex- 
penditures will be substantially increased. 
Were this autumn instead of spring the 
decline might be attributed to heavy sea- 
sonal buying of grain and cotton. These 
considerations do not apply now, hence 
most economists attribute the weakness 
of the franc to the prolonged debate and 
to the present political uncertainty com- 
bined with an unascertainable amount of 
speculation in foreign exchanges. 
Moreover, even assuming that the bud- 
get has been genuinely balanced, the gov- 
ernment will have to meet this year ma- 
turing obligations of between six and 
seven billion francs for which no specific 
provisions have been made. Portions of 
these requirements will probably be met 
from receipts under the Dawes plan and 
from other extra budgetary resources. 
Obviously the amount available for this 
purpose will depend somewhat upon the 
extent of the military operations in Syria 
and Morocco this summer. It is the gen- 
eral expectation that even if the pending 
peace negotiations with Abd-el-Krim fail, 
there will be no major military operations 
in the Riff during the next few months. 
In the meantime, the domestic political 
situation remains almost chaotic. Briand 
continues in office on sufferance, without 
a majority which he can control. If he 
fails he may be succeeded by either Her- 
riot or Caillaux. But neither of these 
would be likely to command anything like 
a united front in the country. On the 
contrary, in the background there lurks 
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the possibility which some observer 


term a probability, that a militant minop 
ity, taking advantage of the general dig. 
trust of politicians and of tne presen 
chamber, may through a coup d’etat jy 
Paris effect fundamental changes in the 
constitution of the state. J, G. McD. 


TS administration has chosen to be 
technically correct but logically a lit 
tle absurd. Secretary Kellogg’s reply % 
the invitation to take part in a confer. 
ence at Geneva, September 1, of the sig. 
natories of the Court Protocol, in order 
to discuss the Senate’s reservations, is ap 
evident concession to political expedie ey 

The substance of Mr. Kellogg’s reply 
is: No useful purpose can be served by 
the United States’ participation. The res 
ervations “are plain and unequivocal,” 
The Administration has “no authority ty 
vary this mode of procedure or to modify 
these reservations or to interpret them,” 
There is no objection to the signatory 
powers conferring among themselves, 

If the President or the State Depart 
ment cannot explain the Senate’s reserva 
tions, who can? It is not true that thes 
reservations are all “plain and unequivo. 
cal.” The fifth, that in reference to at 
visory opinions, is capable of at least 
three or four sharply divergent interpre 
tations. Moreover, the difficulties of se 
curing forty-eight separate and unquali- 
fied acceptances are so patent, and the ad 
vantages of a conference between all of 
the signatories at which an authoritative 
explanation of the United States’ point d 
view might be made are so manifest, that 
Secretary Kellogg’s denial only serves ty 
throw them into sharper relief. 


Persia has invited the League’s Com 
mission of Inquiry on Opium to be the 
guests of that Government “as evidenes 
of Persia’s desire to discover effectiv 
methods for limiting the cultivation of the 
poppy to strictly medical and scientifit 
needs.” This statement of Persia, accom 
panied by India’s new policy of limiting 
her opium export to that needed for medi. 
cine and science, raises the question: 
Where will the colonies of France, Hol 
land, Portugal and Great Britain continu 
to obtain their supplies of opium fe 
smoking? The other great producin 
country, Turkey, grows opium almost e® 
clusively for medical purposes. As th 
production and use of opium in China ar 
contrary to law, the only remaining im 
portant source of smoking opium is ther 
fore one that does not permit legal traf 
fic between governments. Consequerl 
upon the above declarations of policy bi 
Persia and India, those countries wh 
continue the smoking of opium must ju 
tify this use, and explain to an intereste 
public the source of their supplies. 

H. H. M. 
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